"When I found out I had cancer, at first I was scared.
Above and Right: Ho Chi Minh City Oncology Hospital, Vietnam. Chemotherapy waiting area, Ho Chi Minh City Oncology Hospital, Vietnam. This hospital is one of the major oncology centers for the country with 1,500 beds and upwards of 3,500 patients in house at any time, meaning multiple patients share beds or sleep on the floor under the beds. There are only 4-6 chairs available in the chemo waiting area, so everyone piles onto the staircase where they patiently wait their turn.
Left: Ocean Road Cancer Institute, Dar es Salaam, Tanzani. This is the children's unit at the Ocean Road Cancer Institute (ORCI) in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. ORCI is the only specialized cancer facility for treatment in Tanzania. At the time this photo was taken in 2011, it was the only public hospital to provide chemotherapy and radiation for 49 million Tanzanians. The hospital had 100 beds, 2 cobalt radiation machines and there were only 4 oncologists to serve the entire country. They had no ultrasound equipment, no cat scan, or blood bank, no MRI, only x-rays to diagnose and treat. not understand that surviving cancer is even possible.
When Rosemary Okeyo of Nairobi, Kenya, first learned she had breast cancer, she considered it a death sentence and refused all treatment. Though her sister-inlaw convinced her to begin chemotherapy, Rosemary wasn't sure she would continue with her treatment, because everyone she had ever known who has had cancer had died. She had never met a cancer survivor. She In all resource settings, it is vital to provide appropriate cancer education, awareness, and support materials to patients, caregivers, and clinicians in order to empower them to make the critical decisions necessary to improve patient diagnostics and outcomes.
